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Despite their enduring popularity as concert works, Franz Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsodies have never 
won favour with the critics.  Played in a literal, score-bound fashion these works can indeed offer 
little more than fodder for the performing pony.  Nevertheless, through performances that 
successfully capture the ​spirit​ of this music—many of which are captured on early recordings—these 
works are vibrant, powerful, and stirring. 
This dissertation explores the performance style associated with these works. At the centre of 
this study is a comparative analysis of seven recordings of Hungarian Rhapsody No.12 made by the 
following Liszt pupils: Arthur Friedheim, Arthur de Greef, Alfred Reisenauer, Emil von Sauer, 
Alexander Siloti, Bernhard Stavenhagen, and Josef Weiss. The findings from this analysis will be 
discussed alongside written sources concerning Liszt’s approach to performance in general, 
questioning how that approach might apply to the Hungarian Rhapsodies with their distinct musical 
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Liszt Pupils Hungarian Rhapsody Recording Type Modern Transfer 
Ansorge, Conrad (1862-1930) No. 14 in F major Triphonola piano roll no. T53799 Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
Friedheim, Arthur (1859-1932) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor Aeolian roll Nimbus NI8815
(abridged) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording (Emerson 7235, c.1917) Naxos Historical 8.112054
No. 6 in D-Flat Major disc recording Symposium Records SYMP1343 
No. 6 in D-Flat Major Triphonola piano roll no. T50260 Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
No. 9 in E-Flat Major, "Pesther Carneval" Triphonola piano roll no. T51888 Nimbus NI8815, Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
No. 10 in E Major Aeolian roll Nimbus NI8815
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Welte vorsetzer roll no.198 (25 January 1905) The Caswell Collection, Vol. 10 - Pierian Recording Society 
PIR0039-40, Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
Greef, Arthur De (1862-1940) No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Acoustic recording (26 Sept 1922) Radiex RXC1007, APR APR7401 (cd1)
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Electric recording (24 March 1926, 17 Nov 1925) APR APR7401 (cd2)
Hungarian Fantasy (w/orch) disc recording (c1923-1930) Radiex RXC1007
Liebling, Georg (1865-1946) No. 4 in E-Flat Major Welte piano roll no.3928 The Caswell Collection, Vol. 10 - Pierian Recording Society 
PIR0039-40, Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
Reisenauer, Alfred (1863-1907) No. 10 in E Major Welte vorsetzer roll no.324 (1905-1907) The Caswell Collection, Vol. 10 - Pierian Recording Society 
PIR0039-40 
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Triphonola piano roll no. T50263 (1905-1907) Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
Rosenthal, Moriz (1862-1946 No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording (1930) APR APR7503
Sauer, Emil von (1862-1942) No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording (c1923) SPANISH REGALS Marston Records 53002-2 (disc1)
No. 15 in A minor "Rákóczy March" disc recording (c.1925) GERMAN VOX RECORDINGS Marston Records 53002-2 (disc1)
Siloti, Alexander (1863-1945) No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Duo-Art piano roll no.6585 Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording (fragment) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQi3jE5qsSk
Stavenhagen, Bernhard (1862-1914) No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Welte-Mignon licensee vorsetzer roll no. 1032 (9 
December 1905)
The Caswell Collection, Vol. 10 - Pierian Recording Society 
PIR0039-40, Gerard Carter (Rediscovering the Liszt Tradition)
Timanoff (Timanova), Vera (1855-1942) No. 1 in C-Sharp Minor Welte-Mignon piano roll recording The Caswell Collection, Vol. 10 - Pierian Recording Society 
PIR0039-40 
Weiss, Josef (1864-1945) No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording Symposium Records SYMP1404  
No. 14 in F major Piano roll (c.1905) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4rE6Fh11rI
NON Liszt Pupils (Born in the Nineteenth Century)
Backhaus, Wilhelm (1884-1969) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmDz4DumxNs
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcJU9kdvuYk
Barth, Hans (1897-1956) No. 10 in E Major Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-008
Busoni, Ferruccio (1866-1924) No. 13 in A Minor disc recording (1922) Naxos Historical 8.110777 
Carreño, Teresa (1853-1917) No. 6 in D-Flat Major Welte-Mignon piano roll recording The Caswell Collection, Vol. 6
Cortot, Alfred (1877-1962) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-008
Friedman, Ignaz (1882-1948) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording - Columbia Records (1930 or 1931) Naxos Historical 8.110736
No. 14 in F Minor Piano roll Nimbus NI8805
Grainger, Percy (1882-1961) (abridged) No.15 in A minor (Rakoczy March) disc recording (Vinyl) International Piano Archives – IPA 117
Hambourg, Mark (1879-1960) COMPLETE 1-15 disc recording (1926-1935) APR APR7040
Hofmann, Josef (1876-1957) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording (1922) Naxos Historical 8.111326 
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Piano roll? Nimbus NI8818
Leginska, Ethel (1886-1970) No. 8 in F-Sharp Minor Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-008
Levitzki, Mischa (1898-1941) No. 6 in D-Flat Major disc recording Naxos Historical 8.110688
Lohr, Johanna (dates?) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor Welte-Mignon piano roll recording Naxos Historical 8.110678 
Mero, Yolando (1887-1963) No. 4 in E-flat Major disc recording https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaaVvnNtt6I
No. 6 in D-Flat Major disc recording Naxos Historical 8.110769
No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording Naxos Historical 8.110769
No. 13 in A Minor disc recording Naxos Historical 8.110769
Mirovitch, Alfred (d.1959) No. 11 in A Minor Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-008
Ney, Elly (1882-1968) No. 14 in F Minor Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-008
Ornstein, Leo (1895-2002) No. 13 in A Minor Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-012 
Paderewski, Ignacy Jan (1860-1941) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording + video Nimbus NI8812 
No. 10 in E Major Welte-Mignon piano roll recording (1906) DUX DUX0324-25 
Pugno, Raoul (1852-1914) No. 11 in A Minor disc recording Marston Records 52054-2
Risler, Édouard (1873-1929) No. 4 in E-Flat Major Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-012 
No. 11 in A Minor disc recording (1917) Pathe Symposium Records SYMP1297 
Rachmaninov, Sergei (1873-1943) No. 2 in C-Sharp Minor disc recording https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srWOlCnY0K0
Rubinstein, Arthur (1887-1982) No. 12 in C-Sharp Minor Ampico piano roll recording eleced PAA-008
